
 
 

 

 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

Awhile back I was reading an article in which there was a 

reminder for pastors that when we make a pastoral visit that we 

are the presence of Jesus Christ reaching out to that person.  This 

was not a new concept for me, certainly it was something that 

was taught to me in seminary, and made very real to me in my 

years as a pastor.   

 

Every time I make a visit to the hospital, or to the care center, or 

to someone’s home, I do realize that I am Christ’s hands and feet, 

the love of God embodied to that person.  I take this 

responsibility seriously, that I represent Jesus to others.   

 

I also realize that I am not alone in this work.  I am awed by the 

presence of God that you bring into your caring relationships here 

at Swedesburg.  Many lives have been touched, and continue to 

be encouraged, in our community of faith.   

 

But it doesn’t stop here.  Have you thought about how you touch 

people with Christ’s love each day?  2 Corinthians 5:17, 20 

reminds us that “Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come…So 

we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 

us.”   

 

You are an ambassador for Christ; you are his loving presence in 

this world.  Who are you reaching out to?  Matthew 25:34-40 

reminds us: “Then the King will say to those at his right hand, 

‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me; 
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I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to 

me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see 

thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink?  And 

when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naked and 

clothe thee?  And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit 

thee?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as 

you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to 

me.’”   

 

As our Lenten journey comes to a close, may you be reminded to 

be Christ’s presence in this world.  Reach out to the hungry, 

thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, and in prison.  May you be 

strengthened in your mission by another Easter celebration, with 

the knowledge that it is the risen Lord himself who works with 

and in you. 

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark 

 

 

April Worship Schedule 
Sundays in April 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer time in the Parish Hall  

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage (April 8, 15, & 22) 

  8:45 a.m.  Sunday School (April 8, 15, 22 & 29) 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study in the Parish Hall (April 8, 15, 22 & 29) 

  9:15 a.m.  Choir will practice & sing at Worship (April 1 & 29) 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 
  Easter (April 1) 

  Now the Feast and Celebration & Blessing of the Seeds  

   (April 8) 

  Blessing of the Quilts and Personal Care Kits (April 15) 

  Confirmation (April 29) 

 

 



Wednesdays in March 

 9:00 a.m. WELCA Mission Sewing at the Parish Hall with  

  potluck lunch (April 4)  

  WELCA packing of personal care kits (April 11) 

 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study (April 4, 11, 18 & 25) 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 19, 

2018. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin board 

in the church narthex (entryway). The most recent approved council 

meeting minutes follow the financials below.  

 

Financials: (through March 29, 2018)  

Giving $44,938.31 

Expenses $59,233.11 

Net Loss ($14,294.80) 

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

February 15, 2018 

 

Present:  Karl Krueger, Wayne Rodgers, Alex Peterson, Julie Ostby, 

Johanna Crawford, Stacy Speidel, Jackie Brawner, Lisa Kempf, Pastor 

Mark 

Absent:  Cathy Thurman, Glenn Graf, Ray Meth 

Host for the evening was Julie Ostby.  

I. Devotions.  Julie opened the meeting by reading Psalm 23. 

II. Welcome to the New Council Members.  Karl welcomed the 

new council members, Al Olson, Jackie Brawner and Cathy 

Thurman. 

 A. Assignment of Committee Responsibilities.  
Committee responsibilities were assigned. 

III. Monthly Hosting and Serving as Offering Counters.  A sheet 

was passed around for the council members to write in their 

name for the month they wish to serve. 

IV. Election of Officers.  It was moved by Wayne that Karl be 

elected President and Lisa be elected Secretary.  It was moved 

by Jackie that Wayne be elected Vice President.  Seconded by 



Julie.  Motion carried so the following were elected as officers:  

Karl Krueger, President; Wayne Rodgers, Vice President and 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary.  

V. Appointment of Treasurer and Financial Secretary.  It was 

moved by Karl and seconded by Wayne that Monte Kann be 

appointed Treasurer and Brad Benson be appointed Financial 

Secretary.  Motion carried. 

VI. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

 The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and 

Financial Secretary were reviewed and discussed.   Motion 

made by Lisa and seconded by Wayne to approve the financials 

as printed.  Motion carried.   

 No Memorial Secretary report given. 

 The minutes of the January 18, 2018, Council meeting were 

distributed and reviewed.  A few minor changes are needed.  

Jackie made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected and 

seconded by Stacy.  Motion carried. 

 Pastor distributed his report.  He reviewed his activities for the 

month and addressed questions.  It was moved by Johanna and 

seconded by Wayne that Pastor’s report be accepted.  Motion 

carried. 

VII. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit Committee – none. 

B. Cemetery – there is a grave that still needs attention.  Karl will 

contact Mary to see if any living family members can be 

contacted regarding getting it fixed.  

C. Christian Education and Youth – reported that the youth sang in 

church and made treat bags and put them on all cars during 

worship on February 11.  Discussed that a Christian Education 

meeting needs to be set to discuss VBS and get a date set for 

that.  Pastor reported that youth will be going skiing at 

Sundown this weekend (February 18).  There will be a trip to 

AirFX in March and there are 5 youth going to Youth 

Gathering in Houston. 

D. Evangelism – Stacy reported that her and Glenda Alvine went 

to Teachers Night Out at the winery and they had 99 teachers 

sign up for the drawing (Walmart gift cards) and that 39 

teachers gave ideas of how the church may be of help.  Stacy 

said one of the ideas is to help start a backpack program at Mt. 

Pleasant school.  Iowa Wesleyan University suggested we help 

with a home cooked meal for international students.  It was 



mentioned that they may want to reach out to other 

congregations for help. 

E. Finance – none. 

F. Mutual Ministry – none. 

G. Nominating – none. 

H. Property/Parish Improvement – none. 

I. Social Ministry – milk money sent twice. 

J. Stewardship – none. 

K. Tanzania – Pastor reported on trip.  Said it was amazing.  

Secretary General went to Ngaeni with them to see what we are 

doing to model after since our relationship is going well.  They 

bought 2 motorbikes, 150 cc King Lions, 2 helmets, tool kit and 

registrations and they dedicated the bikes at the worship 

service.  They have a new contact there who is a teacher.  They 

had wonderful interaction with companion committee.  They 

checked in on how the pig project was going.  

L. Worship and Music – none. 

 It was moved by Lisa and seconded by Wayne that the 

committee reports be accepted. Motion carried. 

 

VIII. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which 

was Mark 1:9-15 and Pastor led us in the discussion of the 

reading. 

IX. Old Business. 
A. 2016-2017 Goals 

1. Defibrillators – Stacy reported two people need to 

be trained.  Pastor and Mary will be going to 

training on April 3, 2018.  It was moved by Wayne 

and seconded by Stacy that we pay for them to 

attend this training ($45.00 each).  It was also 

discussed that maybe we should compile a list of 

people who are CPR and AED certified.  

 2. Emergency Plan – nothing to report. 

 3. Walkway Lights – tabled. 

B. Landscaping.  Tabled for now until weather gets better.  

C. Mailbox.  Tabled until weather gets better.  Flag is 

currently under a snowbank. 

D. Parish Hall Wall Hangings.  Tabled since Ray was not 

at meeting. 



E. Church Insurance.  Monte will be giving us a quote.  It 

was mentioned that Church Mutual may sweeten the 

deal if they know another bid is coming in. 

F. Blood Drives.  Next blood drive is Tuesday, 2/20, from 

3 to 6 at Parish Hall.  There are 19 spots and they goal is 

12 units.  Stacy reported Ruth Meth will be there to help 

with treats and drinks and to sign up people for next 

blood drive. 

G. Straw Poll Projects.  Spreadsheet was reviewed and 

discussed.  Jackie will research with the DOT regarding 

signs. 

H. Vacated Alley.  Karl will email the property committee 

regarding status of this. 

X. New Business.  
A. Energy Audit at Parsonage.  Pastor will ask renters 

about this since they pay the utilities. 

B. Release of Member – Elizabeth Graber.  Elizabeth 

requested to be released from membership. 

C. Parish Hall Policy Revision.  This was reviewed but it 

needs more work.  Karl will see where it came from. 

D. Grain Donation from Brendan Unkrich.  This was 

discussed and Alex will talk to Brendan to clarify how 

this will work. 

E. EWALU Registration.  It was discussed to set up a 

scholarship fund so that if we have members who wish 

to attend camp, we can help with the camp registration 

fees.  It was decided to have the Sunday School kids 

collect a noisy offering each Sunday in March for this 

fund.  A possible bake sale was also mentioned and it 

was mentioned that maybe other committees (Social 

Ministry/Christian Ed) may want to be involved in this 

endeavor.  

 It was moved by Jackie and seconded by Julie that we 

establish a scholarship fund to help send youth to Camp 

EWALU.  Discussion still needs to be held regarding 

whether funds will get paid out equally to recipients or 

if it gets paid out by need and other details will also 

need to be figured out.   

F. Council Installation.  Sunday, February 25 will be the 

date. 



G. Noise in basement.  Johanna mentioned that it is hard to 

talk and hear others in the basement during coffee cart 

time or when there are a lot of people in the basement.  

She wondered if there was a way to lessen this.  Karl 

will check with Paul Humphreys about ways this can 

possibly be done. 

XI. Adjournment and Prayer.  It was moved by Wayne and second 

by Lisa to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:50 P.M. and 

the meeting was ended with the Council joining hands and 

saying the Lord’s Prayer in unison.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

We Are Swedesburg Lutheran 

Tom Wenstrand 
Where were you born? Essex, IA.  I was born into an Augustana 

Synod family with several relatives attending Augustana/Rock Island 

and one who graduated from Bethany.  A relative who was a Bishop in 

the Lutheran Church of Sweden baptized our son, Reed.  Karen grew 

up as a Methodist at West Branch, IA. 

 

Tell about your family: I have one sister and one brother.  I had 3 

Swedish grandparents (ancestry.com says so, it must be true).  In 

Sweden, Karen and I have visited the farms and churches of these 3.  

We stay in touch with relatives in all 3 branches.  I graduated from 

Iowa State and then Harvard Business School.  Karen received a 

nursing degree from the University of Iowa.  She was a transplant 

intensive care nurse in Minneapolis when we met.  We were married in 

1975 and just celebrated our 43
rd

 anniversary.  We have three children 

and all three were confirmed at SELC.  We have 3 grandchildren and 

all three were baptized at SELC. 

 

When did you become members of SELC? We joined when we 

moved to the area in 1985.  We came here because of Tom’s business, 

Hawkeye Steel Products, Inc. 

 

What are some of the ways you have been involved? Usher, reader, a 

few Temple Talks, council member for 9 years, 150
th

 Anniversary 

activities, worship assistant, prayer chain, Smorgasbord.  



Have you seen God at work in your lives? I pray for others including 

our church and church family.  However, I usually pray for only about 

one thing for me personally--strength to fight life’s battles.  There are 

plenty—a changing marketplace and the risk of being left behind, 

regulations, litigation, a concern that my priorities are wrong.  God is 

there for all of this and more and I am so grateful.  

 

What has your life experiences taught you about God? Look at a 

photo of the universe(s).  How could it be that in all that space and 

among all those terrestrial bodies, there is only one which is 

surrounded by the atmosphere which sustains life?  I don’t think God is 

worried about over population so much.  I think he is looking forward 

to surrounding himself with more souls.  

 

Have you ever had an experience in which you felt the presence of 

God? Tom—All the time.  When I pray, I envision and feel God right 

there listening.  God was there at the birth of our children and 

grandchildren.   

 

What do you think your purpose in life is? Growing up, I fairly well 

knew what I wanted to do and have largely done it.  I find satisfaction 

in knowing that products I have developed (17 patents) are accepted 

because they make someone’s work life less labor intensive and more 

economical.  I am glad to be able to provide livelihoods for our 

employees.  I feel good in that it has been years since we lost an 

employee we really wanted to keep which I think says a lot about how 

our people feel they are treated.  I feel good about contributing a 

positive influence on all those with whom I come in contact—

customers, vendors and many others. 

 

Karen and I were both inspired by all the efforts of so many which 

went into our 150
th

 anniversary event, facility upgrades and so forth.  

We both find a great deal of satisfaction in helping to make SELC a 

great place for anyone to practice their faith and find a lot of purpose in 

this effort. 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ meetings. 

Even better would be to join one of our committees. All committees 

meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise stated.  

 



Luther League Fundraiser 
Please remember to bring your empty beverage cans and bottles to the 

boxes in the west entry of the church. This is an ongoing fundraiser for 

our Luther League.  

 

The Water, The Witness 
This is the theme for the Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly that will 

take place on May 18 & 19 in Coralville. It is being encouraged for 

churches to bring a special offering to the assembly to help fund ELCA 

(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) water projects throughout 

the world. There is a blue bucket in the narthex (east entrance) of the 

church for donations for this worthy cause.  

 

Christian Concert 
On Sunday, April 29, at 7:00 p.m. the U.S. Cellular Center in Cedar 

Rapids will host the Christian bands Skillet and for KING & 

COUNTRY. Please let Pastor Mark know if you would like to go to 

this concert.  

 

Affirmation of Baptism 
The following 8

th
 graders will be confirmed on Sunday, April 29: Alli 

Lucas, Katie Lucas, Andrew Rauenbuehler, and Jordan Sharp. Please 

keep them in your prayers on this important milestone in their faith 

journey.  

 

Social Ministry Committee’s Spring Brunch 
The Social Ministry Committee will host a spring brunch on Sunday, 

May 6, following the worship service. Freewill donations will be 

received for the ministries of this committee.  

 

Camp EWALU Volunteer Work Weekend 
Join other families, volunteers and church groups to help Camp Ewalu 

prepare for the summer camping season! Come get your hands dirty, 

take time to explore camp, get to know some of the camp staff and 

other volunteers, and return home renewed and refreshed from your 

time in this special place in God’s kingdom. All are welcome. Meals 

and lodging are free. April 27-28, 2018. If interested in attending, 

please contact Camp Ewalu by Friday, April 20
th

 so they can arrange 

lodging, meals and projects. Phone (563) 933-4700 or email 



camp@ewalu.org. See poster in church lower level for more 

information. 

 

Luther League Easter Breakfast 
Thanks to everyone who provided food and to those who gave a 

donation. The following are pictures from the breakfast. 
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Sunday School News – Digging In  

to the Life of Jesus! 
 

 

April finds us wrapping up our 6 weeks deep dive into Lent, Holy 

Week and Easter.  It’s been a very rewarding experience to really “dig 

in” to this important time of Jesus’ life and ministry.  I think the 

teachers have learned as much as the kids! On April 8
th

, the Sunday 

after Easter, we will have our last holy week lesson- Jesus Has Power 

Over Death! 
 

For the remainder of April, we follow the book of Acts with lesson on 

the Road to Emmaus (Jesus Shows Us Who He Is), Jesus Appears to 

the Disciples (Jesus Helps Us to Believe in Him) and Jesus Talks with 

Peter (Jesus Believe in Us).  

 

Looking forward to May, we’ll be doing a service project on May 6
th

 

and studying the Great Commission (May 13
th

).  We’ll wrap up this 

year with a P-A-R-T-Y on May 20
th

, the last day of regular Sunday 

School.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) - 

JULY 23-26
th

. This year, we have invited 

staff from Camp EWALU to join us for 

Vacation Bible School.  We’ll keep to a 

similar schedule, but counselors from 

EWALU will lead the kids through Bible 

Study, Crafts, Music and Games.  The theme ties to the ELCA Youth 

Gathering theme, THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING. 
 

 

Quick Reminders: 

● April 1
st
 - No Sunday School on Easter Sunday 

● May 6
th

 - Service Project in SS 

● May 20
th

 - Last Day of Sunday School! & Tentative date for 

Roller-skating! 

● July 23-26
th

 - Vacation Bible School 

● September 16
th 

- Rally Sunday 

● September 23
rd 

- Regular Sunday School Resumes 



Finally, THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the 

noisy offering in March. We raised $720.12 for our students 

to attend camp. Sunday School truly appreciates your 

support! 

 

Social Ministry Spring Food Drive 
The Social Ministry Spring Food Drive for The Fellowship Cup will 

run each Sunday in April. The committee is requesting monetary 

donations, as these donations can be used by The Fellowship Cup to 

purchase more food from a food bank. You may deposit your check or 

cash in the offering plate marked Food Drive. 

 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

March 4 102 March 7 46 

March 11 106 March 14 55 

March 18   89 March 21 59 

March 25 101 March 29 58 

April 1 178 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

March 4 $4,037.00 March 11 $4,020.00 

March 18 $2,072.51 March 25 $1,915.00 

April 1 $6,535.51 

 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
The Swedesburg Women of the ELCA are finishing their sewing at the 

Parish Hall on Wednesdays during the early part of April. It costs $2.65 

to ship one Personal Care Kit and about $2.25 per Quilt. If you can 

donate any monetary donation for the shipping please mark it for 

“WELCA shipping” and put it in the offering plate. Their goal is to 

finish their 100
th

 quilt on April 4
th

. WELCA will take donations of 

sheets anytime during the year. 

 

Seeking Graduate Information 
Please contact the church office with information regarding this year’s 

high school and college graduates before 5 p.m. May 10. Graduate 

recognition will be held on May 13, 2018. We will print the list of 

graduates with SELC connections in the June newsletter. The church 



office email is: office@swedesburglutheran.org or call 319-254-2216. 

Thanks for your help by providing your family’s graduation 

information. 

 

ELCA Youth Gathering 
The ELCA Youth Gathering is June 27 – July 1 in Houston, Texas. At 

this point SELC has six youth and three adult chaperones going to the 

Gathering. There will be a meeting on Sunday, April 15, at 7:00 p.m. in 

the lower level of the church for those who are going on this trip.  

 

 
 

Fun time at AirFX 
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Young Adult Group 
Join us right after church on April 8 as we continue our study of the 

book of James. This time we will cover chapter seven.  

 

Radio Sponsorship 

Our radio sponsors for March: 

  1 Bill & Marj Tolander 

  8 Mary Benson 

15 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

22 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

29 Wayne & Leah Woline 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain to 

sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One sponsor 

family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can co-

sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 



Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on the 

weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. If you move addresses or would 

like to have someone added or taken off our mailing list just contact the 

church office. Each change of address costs the church 59 cents.  

 

You may find the church calendar on the church website. Changes are 

made to it as they occur. Check out our website!  

 

Thank you’s 
Dear Pastor Mark: 

Thank you for being art of our new opening and especially the Blessing 

of this building. God has been very good to me in my life. So please 

accept this as my Gift to you and your church. God Bless and thanks 

again for coming. It was a great success! 

Fondly, Linda Juckette 

Savannah Heights Skilled Nursing Facility 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: 

Thank you for your recent gift(s) given to your synod, received by 

ELCA World Hunger in January 2018. 

 

With these gifts you are providing education and advocacy, water and 

sanitation, livestock and agriculture, health care and microloans.  

 

Thank you for this gift and all your gifts. Thank you for your faithful 

generosity and for encouraging others to join ELCA World Hunger in 

the fight against hunger and poverty. Thank you for living into God’s 

words of justice and mercy and for joining the whole church to love 

and serve one another. 

In God’s grace, The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 
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Dear Members of Swedesburg Lutheran Church: 

What a wonderful thing you have done, to give a donation to the 

Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach ministry at the University of Iowa 

Hospitals and Clinics! Lutheran folks of all ages, from all around the 

Midwest, the country and even around the world benefit from having a 

Lutheran pastor serving as their chaplain in such a large, confusing 

place. It is special to know that their pastor asked the chaplain to visit, 

or that the chaplain contacted their pastor. Your generous gift of 

$450.00 helps to make this partnership ministry possible. 

 

It is truly a blessing to have a Lutheran chaplain bring the words of 

love and grace to people who are sick and suffering. As Lutherans, we 

know that God’s presence is always with us, and sometimes it takes a 

person (chaplain) to remind us of this healing love and light that is 

there for us. An uplifting presence, a listening ear, a prayer, a Holy 

Communion celebration, a smile or laughter can make a difficult day in 

the hospital better and brings hope. Thank you for all that you do, for 

your prayers and your gifts. 

In Christ’s name, David K. Hanson 

Treasurer, Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach 

 

Brothers and Sisters: 

Thank you for your donation. We will put it to good use through our 

programs for the needy. We appreciate all your support. 

Peace and Love, The Fellowship Cup 

 

Dear Pastor Mark, 

Thank you for your gift to help us fulfill our mission to assist persons 

with disabilities to live a life of opportunities and well-being.  

 

Thank you for very much for your gifts to Hope Haven. We are 

grateful and appreciative of your generosity. Your generosity helps us 

with our mission.  

 

Thank you for seeing the value in our program. 

Sincerely, Julie Lunning Anderson 

Director of Development & Community Relations 

 

Dear Pastor Mark, 

Thank you for your generosity! Your gifts are truly helping the hands 

that heal…hands like those of Dr. Martha Morris. Standing with Dr. 



Martha recently in Liberia, I listened as she told her story of learning 

about the Ebola crisis. She was in the USA at the time, attending the 

funeral of her mother. The Ebola virus came suddenly to Liberia, 

violently killing masses with little warning. Dr. Martha hurried back 

home to Liberia, carrying her 3-month old baby. She served faithfully 

even as she watched as 7 of her colleagues die from the Ebola virus. 

Today Dr. Martha and her 4-year old son are alive and healthy. She is 

one of the many heroes among our partners in Liberia.  

 

Your gifts make a profound difference in helping the hands of partners 

like Dr. Martha in over a dozen countries. Thank you for you 

generosity and partnership. 

Together in Christ, 

Pastor Doug Cox 

Global Health Ministries Executive Director 

 

Palm Sunday 

 
 

Cemetery Policy 
As spring is here, just a reminder of a portion of the church cemetery 

policy. Monument Decoration and Maintenance: 

 No plantings or diggings of any kind are allowed.  

 All decorations are to be placed as near as possible to the 

headstone.  

 Decorations placed for Memorial Day and other occasions will 

be disposed of within two weeks of being placed. 



 All other decorations must be on a shepherd’s hook or stone-

mounted. 

 No chemicals of any kind are to be used in the cemetery. 

 All monument repairs must be approved by the cemetery 

committee. 

 

 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
According to the Iowa Department of Human Services, 8,892 Iowa 

children were found to be abused in 2016. The most common forms of 

abuse included denial of critical care, physical injury, exposure to 

illegal drugs and sexual abuse. 

 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through 

prevention, safety, and stability services, as well as mental and 

behavioral health treatment. 

 

Through regular in-home visits to families, LSI’s Early Childhood 

Services prevent child abuse by giving parents the support, education, 

and resources they need to build a healthy, stable home for their 

children. In 2017, our Early Childhood programs provided more than 

15,000 in-home visits to families. 

 

LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and Permanency Services help children and 

families already involved in a crisis or abuse situation to become safer 

and more stable, and LSI’s Bremwood and Beloit Residential 

Treatment Centers serve many children and youth who have 

experienced trauma from past abuse or neglect. 

 

You make a direct impact on these children and families through your 

support of LSI. Thank you! 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

http://lsiowa.org/


Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services 

in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, 

sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual 

orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Building a Stronger Family 
Stacy’s daughter, Danikah, was a happy and playful toddler. But things 

began to change when her baby brother, Parker, was born. She was 

happy to see him in the hospital at first, but she struggled to adjust to a 

new child at home, especially when it came to sharing a room with 

Parker.  

 

Stacy found LSI’s New Parent Program shortly after Parker was born, 

and she hoped it could help her daughter adjust to the changes at home. 

The free, voluntary program provides support and education to families 

during and after pregnancy. Through the program, Stacy gets to meet 

other families in her community, and Danikah gets to interact with 

other children who have siblings.  

 

Danikah is learning how other siblings share their toys and interact. 

Meanwhile, Stacy is learning to adjust to her children’s developmental 

stages. Through the program, she has learned to potty train Danikah 

and manage her daughter’s temper tantrums.  

 

At home, Stacy and her children receive regular visits from their LSI 

team. Each week, the team brings creative new crafts Stacy can make 

from materials around the house. Danikah, now 5, is always eager to 

learn a new activity from her LSI worker during each visit. She’s even 

starting to share her homemade toys with Parker.  

 

“The program is fun for the kids, but you can also do things as a 

family,” Stacy says. “You get that time with your child, and you’re 

building a better relationship in the process.” 

 

 

Invitation 
Invite a friend to church …this is the main way that churches grow. 

Postcards are available on the cart outside Pastor Mark’s office, which 

you may use to send an invitation to a friend, co-worker, family 

member, neighbor…  

http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


Lenten Soup Supper pictures 

 

 
 



April Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  4 Steven Tolander 

    Zach Ostby 

  5 Gary Anderson 

   Jeff Zihlman 

  7 Delilah Mullin 

  8 Jane Kruse 

 Mark Youngquist 

10 Alex Sandeen 

11 Troy Kempf 

 Russ Meyer 

     Alex Peterson 

12 Karen Wells 

    Steve Wettach 

13 Margaret Bergstrom 

    Taryn Ryan 

 

14 Lena Anson 

 Sharon Miller 

15 Duayne Hultquist 

 Clarabella Unkrich 

16 Patricia McDowell 

17 Marie Johnson 

     Sarah Robb 

23 Leah Woline 

     Mark Kimzey 

26 Mitch Lauer 

    Carl Lund 

28 Aaron Anderson 

 Stacy Speidel 

29 Christian Baxter 

30 Rose Lauer 

 Anders Ribeiro 
 

 

 

April Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  4  Wayne and Leah Woline 

  4  Dane and Kari Beichter 

  8  Jeff and Gayle Olson  

  9  Eldon and Lennis Beichter 

15 Shane & Jennifer Grammer 

29  David and Lisa Swanson 
 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in April for: 
 

April 1: 

Maurice & Marilyn Goldenberg, Chad, Claire and Hans 

Brenda Gott 

Cindy Gott and Charlie 

Jody Gott 

Glenn & Lynn Graf 
 

April 8: 

Shane & Jennifer Grammer 

Darrell Gray 

Loris Sofia Gregory 

Craig & Peggy Grothe 

Darren & Amy Hanna, Ryan and Eric Lunsford 

Dan & Lori Hanze, Katelyn and Alisha 
 

April 15: 

Ted & Rebekah Haussner 

Bailey Hesseltine 

David & Linda Hill, Andrew and Bryan 

Jason & Tracy Hill 

Christopher & Bethany Hinkle 
 

April 22: 

David & Chris Hinkle, Ryan and Nicholas 

Edward Hinkle 

Walter & Kathy Holtkamp and Bryant 

Evan & Lindsay Honts 

Michael & Sherry Honts 
 

April 29: 

Mary Hookom 

Russell & Kay Hotchkiss and Keegan 

Dennis & Susan Hult and Laura 

Esther Hult 

Kristofer Hult

 



 

 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

 

 

DEATH  
 Cheryl Donaldson, mother to Heather Applegate, passed away 

March 24, 2018. 

 

 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to our custodial staff that keep all our properties clean and ready 

for our meetings. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2018 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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